
Transmission Line Route Selected

Following the selection of a preferred route or path for a new transmission line, Duke Energy identifies all of 
the parcels of land within the route where the transmission line will be built and operated and notifies the 
owner(s) of these parcels that easement rights will be needed.  

Land Surveys 

Once the preferred route of the transmission line is selected, land surveys are conducted to determine 
the precise location of the easement area that will be needed for the safe construction, operation and 
maintenance of the new transmission line. 

Meetings with Landowners

After the easement area for the new line has been determined, Duke Energy real estate representatives 
meet with the owners of the parcels within the easement area to discuss the easement or rights that will 
be needed on their property. The property owner will continue to own the land. However, the easement 
agreement allows Duke Energy the legal right to use the land for the installation, operation and maintenance 
of electrical facilities.

Negotiation of Easement

Duke Energy real estate representatives work with property owners to explain what area of their land will be 
needed for the new transmission route, what rights the company will have upon their land and what rights 
the property owner will retain. Based on market research of comparable land purchases in the area, the 
Duke Energy representatives will present an offer for compensation to acquire the easement based on the fair 
market value. The agent will negotiate in good faith with the property owner to reach an agreement on the 
compensation for the easement. 

Duke Energy understands that property owners may want to use the easement area for many purposes, 
and Duke Energy encourages compatible uses that are safe for the public and for Duke Energy employees 
that do not interfere with the reliable operation and maintenance of the transmission line. A property owner 
may be allowed to use the easement area for purposes such as agriculture, grazing, temporary storage of 
movable items and crossings of pipelines and roadways. Parking may also be allowed under lines. For more 
information, contact Duke Energy’s Asset Protection Group at 800.700.8744.

What if an easement agreement is not initially reached?

Duke Energy is committed to working with property owners to reach a mutually beneficial agreement with 
property owners. If Duke Energy and a landowner are not able to reach an agreement for an easement 
through direct negotiations, several other steps will be taken before a legal process, known as eminent 
domain, is initiated. Under the Constitution of Florida and Florida statutes, public utilities are authorized 
to acquire easements for a public purpose through eminent domain proceedings in the state circuit courts. 
This process typically takes several months and allows the property owner many opportunities to request 
information about the project and the potential impacts to their property and to consider an easement 
agreement. The following steps will occur if an agreement on the terms of the easement and/or compensation 
amount is not reached through initial discussions between the property owner and Duke Energy. 

How does Duke Energy acquire easements and land rights for the 
construction, operation and maintenance of new transmission lines?
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•  Formal appraisals are ordered.

•  Negotiations continue with the property owner in good faith. 

•   The property owner is provided a formal notice pursuant to state law identifying the property owner’s legal 
rights and offering to provide construction plans, engineering drawings (a plan view), right-of-way maps 
and appraisal reports, if requested.

•   If Duke Energy and the property owner are still unable to reach an agreement, the company will initiate a 
legal process known as eminent domain. Duke Energy will prepare a “Pre-Litigation Notice,” which will be 
sent to the property owner, including detailed information regarding their rights in the eminent domain legal 
process for the acquisition of the easement. 

•   Depositions, mediation, an Order of Taking Hearing and a valuation trial are the usual steps in the eminent 
domain procedure. However, at any time during the eminent domain process, the property owner and the 
company may reach an agreement on a value for the easement and sign a contract that includes the cost 
for the easement and the rights under the easement for both the property owner and the company.  

•  Information regarding the eminent domain process can be found in Florida Statute 361.01.

More information and contact:

FLTransmissionEnhancements@duke-energy.com 
877.840.0101

duke-energy.com


