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What happened? 

On Sunday, Feb. 2, 2014, a break in a stormwater pipe beneath our retired 

Dan River Steam Station’s primary ash pond was discovered. It released 

between 30,000 and 39,000 tons of coal ash into the Dan River. The facility 

is located in Eden, N.C., in Rockingham County near the Virginia border.  

Is public drinking water safe? 

Yes, public drinking water remained safe throughout the event. In addition, 

testing by the state of North Carolina, U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) and Duke Energy demonstrates that the water quality in the 

Dan River returned to normal levels a few days following the release. 

What is the impact to the Dan River? 

Duke Energy and other responding agencies immediately began water 

quality monitoring in the river and at downstream drinking water plants. In 

the first few days following the event, ash particles caused the Dan River to 

be cloudy. Once the ash settled, river monitoring identified a few locations 

where ash could be successfully removed. Under EPA’s direction, Duke 

Energy removed ash from three locations in the river and also cleaned 

filters at the two nearest downstream water treatment plants.  

 

Based on the data collected from sediment and surface water samples, 

EPA stated it does not believe human health was affected by the ash 

release. Researchers from N.C. State University determined in April 2014 

the river was safe for irrigation and livestock use. No physical impacts to 

fish or aquatic life, such as fish kills, have been observed to date. North 

Carolina Department of Environmental Quality’s own research 

demonstrates that the Dan River is thriving. Duke Energy and regulators 

from North Carolina and Virginia continue monitoring the river to identify 

any potential long-term effects.  

What is Duke Energy’s plan for addressing ash basins? 

Prior to this event, engineering work was already well under way to close 

the ash basins at Dan River Steam Station and our other retired coal plants. 

We have accelerated that work to include closing all ash basins across our 

six-state service area, both at retired and operating coal plants.  

 

Because groundwater, soil and other conditions vary, Duke Energy believes 

closure decisions should be based on site-specific engineering work and is 

committed to closing ash basins in a way that’s timely and environmentally 

sound. 

 

 

 

 The primary ash basin at the Dan River Steam 

Station as seen after the release. The primary 

basin is one of two ash basins at the site that will 

be permanently closed. 

 

Dan River Coal Ash Release 
 
 

A break in a stormwater pipe 

beneath an ash basin at the 

retired Dan River Steam Station 

released coal ash basin water 

and coal ash into the Dan River. 

 

 

For more information 

Duke Energy–Ash Management and 

Safe Basin Closure: www.duke-

energy.com/ash-management  

 

N.C. Department of Environmental 

Quality– Dan River coal ash spill: 

portal.ncdenr.org/web/guest/dan-river-

spill 

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

– EPA's Response to the Duke Energy 

Coal Ash Spill in Eden, N.C.: 

www.epa.gov/dukeenergy-coalash  
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