
Project Overview
Duke Energy is committed to providing an electric system that 
safely and reliably delivers energy to our customers in Ohio. This 
is accomplished through a complex process in which electricity 
is generated at power plants and moves through a network 
system of electric substations, power lines and transformers to 
safely bring electricity to homes and businesses.

Most power lines are located aboveground on steel or wood 
poles, but some are located underground. The underground 
lines, while sometimes desirable because aboveground poles 
aren’t needed, can prove to be difficult when line repairs or 
upgrades are needed. 

On Madison Road in Oakley, we have underground electric 
power lines that date back to the 1930s. A portion of one of 
our 138-kilovolt (kV) lines was damaged in 2021 and must be 
repaired, starting in late spring. The repair involves relocating 
part of the line to the north side of Madison Road. 

Approximately 1,700 feet of transmission line will need to be 
repaired in the road right of way, between Drake and Gilmore 
avenues, as shown on the map below. 
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Project Details and Schedule
This work is expected to begin in May and will take about five 
months to complete. Construction will occur in two phases, the 
first of which will be most impactful to the neighborhood.  

Phase 1 requires installing a new trench along the north side 
of Madison Road. Large equipment and various crews will be 
on-site excavating and building an underground concrete duct 
system to house the new electric lines. The work will progress 
in 100-foot sections, starting near Gilmore Avenue and working 
west. A single lane on the north side of Madison Road will 
be closed in the active construction area only to minimize the 
impacts to local traffic and parking. Phase 1 will take about 
four months to complete.

Phase 2 requires pulling the new transmission line through the 
underground system installed during Phase 1. This will take 
about two weeks and should not require long-term lane closures 
on Madison Road. The existing transmission line on the south 
side of Madison Road will be retired in place as part of Phase 2.

Restoration of the roadway and sidewalks will occur once 
construction is complete. Any impacted streetscaping will also 
be restored to its pre-construction condition, to the extent 
reasonably possible.
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Project Contact Information
Call:  888.827.5116

Email:  MWTransmission@duke-energy.com 

Visit:  duke-energy.com/Oakley

Tentative Project Schedule
File application with Ohio Power Siting Board: March 2023 (tent.)

Anticipated construction start: May 2023 

Construction completion: October 2023

Restoration: Late fall 2023 

Temporary Community Impacts

We recognize the challenges that construction brings when it 
happens in your community. We will attempt to minimize the 
following impacts for businesses and their patrons as much 
as possible during construction activities. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding as we complete this project to   
better serve our Oakley customers.

• Intermittent lane closures (100-foot sections) on the north 
side of Madison Road between Drake and Gilmore avenues

• Loss of street parking in work areas 

• Traffic delays

• Construction vehicles

• Noise and vibrations

• Dust, dirt and debris

• SORTA/Metro bus stop impacts in active work area on 
Madison Road 

Communication During Construction
We are committed to keeping neighbors informed about this 
project by:

• Visiting with Oakley Square businesses prior to construction 
to discuss the project, temporary impacts and restoration.

• Notifying property owners (by mail) in the replacement area 
about the upcoming construction work and lane closures. 

• Working closely with Cincinnati’s fire, police and EMS 
departments to help with public safety during construction.

• Working with Oakley Community Council to minimize 
disruption to planned community events. 

Frequently Asked Questions
Why can’t you repair the existing line rather than 
relocate it to the other side of Madison Road? 

The existing conduit holding the high-voltage cable on the 
south side of Madison Road has collapsed. New wire cannot be 
pulled through the collapsed conduit.

What are the construction work hours? 

In general, we expect work to take place weekdays from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to accommodate rush hour traffic and bus 
transportation. Duke Energy will comply with any work hours 
dictated by the city of Cincinnati permit. These hours could 
change based on weather, community events or other permit 
restrictions and accommodations. Work at the intersection 
of Madison Road and Markbreit and Isabella avenues could 
require night work to minimize traffic impacts. Construction 
trenches will be covered with steel plates after hours and on 
weekends so that Madison Road can be opened to all traffic 
during nonworking hours.

Will businesses and sidewalks stay open during 
construction? 

Yes. Duke Energy will place signage at either end of the 
construction zone indicating that access to sidewalks and 
businesses will be maintained during construction. 

Will there be a loss of parking around Oakley Square 
businesses? 

Yes, on-street parking will be impacted in the immediate work 
zone. These parking spaces will be marked off during that time.  

What will the community experience during 
construction? 

Construction noise and vibrations should be expected and 
will be typical for excavating activities. We will adhere to 
all community noise ordinances for work hours. Excavated 
materials will be hauled off-site and streets will be kept as 
clean as possible.

Will there be any disruption to our electric service during 
construction? What about our other utilities? 

No electric service disruptions are anticipated as part of this 
project. Existing utilities will be located and marked prior   
to digging.
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