
Frequently Asked Questions
Background 

Duke Energy is planning to construct a new 5.2-mile transmission line to strengthen electric grid operations 
and enhance reliability in communities we serve in southern Pasco and northern Pinellas counties. The new 
transmission line is one of several projects in the region that will improve service to our customers, including 
during times of high demand for electricity and severe weather. 

Where is this project located?

The new transmission line will be built in an existing Duke Energy easement between the Tarpon Springs 
Substation, which will be expanded, at 101 Cemetery Road in Tarpon Springs and our Anclote Plant at 1736 
Baillies Bluff Road in Holiday, Fla. The general location of the route for the new transmission line can be found at 
duke-energy.com/Anclote.

Why is this project needed?

As Florida’s population grows, so do its energy needs. Our forecasts predict that the state’s energy needs will 
grow by approximately 10% over the next decade. The transmission system in Florida is an open access system, 
meaning the transmission system serves all utilities in the state and their customers. The new transmission 
line and substation upgrades will strengthen reliability to meet the growing demand and will enhance the ability 
of Duke Energy and other utilities to provide safe and reliable energy to homes, community facilities and 
businesses in Pinellas and Pasco counties and the region. 

What is a transmission line?

Transmission lines are power lines that carry electricity from power plants to substations that then deliver the 
energy to our communities and to other utilities within the state.

How do you decide when to build a new transmission line?

Engineers and planners use growth and usage projections, as well as continuous monitoring of the electric 
system, to identify the need for expansion of the system that serves our customers in Florida. Since it can take 
several years to plan, develop, engineer and construct a project, projects are proposed in advance to ensure the 
new facilities are in place and ready to meet customers’ needs.

What will the transmission line look like?

Current construction plans call for the transmission line to be constructed on steel or concrete monopole (single 
pole) structures. The heights of the new transmission poles range between 90 and 120 feet. The distance 
between each pole will range from 600 to 1,000 feet on average. 

Are there crews working in the easement now?

Preliminary preparations for the transmission line began with soil samplings in the easement, which are  
now completed. Nearby residents and businesses will continue to observe crews conducting activities  
such as environmental data collection, land surveying and other work to prepare for the installation of the 
poles and wires. 
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Will trees or vegetation be trimmed or removed as part of the project?

Trees are part of the natural beauty of Florida, but trees and other vegetation are also one of the leading causes 
of power outages for utilities. To keep electricity reliable, we have a responsibility to protect the lines that deliver 
power to homes and businesses across our region. We also must plan for the safe and unobstructed access to 
the easement for our construction crews, and for any future maintenance on the transmission line. All these 
factors are carefully considered when we determine what vegetation needs to be removed from the easement 
area. If tree removal is needed on specific properties, Duke Energy representatives will be in direct contact with 
property owners in advance to discuss the vegetation removal plans.

What can I expect during construction?

Construction crews generally work weekdays during daylight hours and carry identification showing their affiliation 
with Duke Energy. The crews use a variety of vehicles and equipment to place and erect poles and to string wires. 
We anticipate temporary traffic lane/trail closings along the route. Potential helicopter work may also be required. 
Following construction, the area will be restored as closely as possible to its original condition. 

When will the line be built?

Preliminary preparations for the new transmission line have already begun with soil samplings in the easement. 
Construction of the transmission line and substation expansion are scheduled to begin in summer 2022 and 
conclude in spring 2023.  

Have additional questions or comments?

  FLTransmissionEnhancements@duke-energy.com 

  duke-energy.com/Anclote

  877.840.0101
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