
Questions and Answers

1. Why solar and why here? 

Duke Energy is committed to building a smarter energy 
future with the continued growth of dependable solar in 
Florida. Bringing cleaner resources onto the grid through 
solar facilities will help meet the needs of Florida’s electric 
customers while also expanding the diversity of generation  
in the state.

The location in Bay County was carefully selected primarily 
due to the existing electric transmission infrastructure 
on this large, flat and available parcel of land. Additional 
considerations include community input, natural resources, 
land cover, land use, visual resources, reliability and cost.

2. Is solar safe?

Yes. Utility-scale solar has been generating clean, reliable 
electricity for decades. These facilities can be constructed in 
a way that helps balance environmental protection with our 
growing energy demands. Plus, developing solar plants is 
one of the fastest ways to reduce carbon emissions and put 
Florida on a path to a cleaner energy future. 

Our facilities are constructed using photovoltaic modules 
that are proven technology that has been tested for 
durability in a range of conditions, including hurricane-force 
winds and fires. Building and land development codes also 
require the facility to be built to withstand wind speed 
ratings for this geographical area. 

3. Will I be able to see or hear anything?

The solar facility is designed to minimize visual impacts.  
The maximum height of the solar panels is approximately  
9 feet – similar to a one-story building. In addition, distance 
and vegetative buffers will be built into the design to further 
minimize impacts. Fencing will also be installed around the 
perimeter of the solar array. 

Utility-scale solar facilities operate quietly, and we design 
our sites with inverters positioned away from project 
boundaries. During the construction phase, you will 
hear normal construction noises such as vehicles and 
heavy equipment, clearing or grading activities and post 
installation. We will make every effort to minimize  
noise impacts.

4. What are the environmental impacts?

An ecological assessment of the project site was conducted 
by a third-party agency, which concluded that no impact to 
state or federally listed species are anticipated as a result of 
the solar development. The project will also seek to avoid 
and minimize impacts to wetlands and surface waters. Other 
than the on-site wetlands, there are no other protected trees 
or vegetative communities on the site.

Our plan for all solar facilities will incorporate pollinators on-
site to support insect pollinators critical to biodiversity and 
the agricultural industry.
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5.  What might I experience during the  
construction process?

Construction of the solar project is estimated to take 
approximately 12 months. There are phases of construction 
that may create temporary disturbances that we will seek  
to minimize. These may include noise from increased  
vehicle traffic, installation of interior gravel roads, tree 
and brush clearing, debris burning, equipment and other 
construction activities.

Work is often performed from sunup to sundown, with 
some weekend activity needed in order to stay on schedule. 
Construction is estimated to begin in early 2022 and be 
complete by the end of the year. After that point, there will 
be little noise or traffic impacts to neighbors.

6.  How does Duke Energy operate and maintain  
the facility?

Although large in size, solar facilities have limited staffing 
requirements in order to operate and maintain the site. In 
fact, the solar facility is primarily operated remotely by the 
Duke Energy Renewable Service Center where they can 
monitor performance, identify issues and see the facility 
24/7. We also have solar technicians that typically rotate 
throughout other Duke Energy solar sites to address system 
needs and perform routine maintenance. 

With the solar facility consisting of hundreds of acres, we 
find efficiencies in planting a Florida-native grass seed 
to cover the ground. By using native grass seed, we can 
help ensure the grass will survive the hot weather with no 
irrigation. We also use a slow-growing seed, which typically 
results in the need for mowing approximately 10 times 
per year. Our solar facilities do not use pesticides, and 
herbicides are typically hand-applied twice a year in the 
limited areas inaccessible by a lawn mower. 

Very small amounts of water are needed to maintain a 
utility-scale solar facility in Florida. Solar panels are naturally 
cleaned when it rains, and irrigation is not needed to 
maintain the native grass ground cover. The operations and 
maintenance facility will use a small amount of water for a 
single-stall bathroom with sink.

7. What are the impacts on property values?

According to the Solar Energy Industries Association*, 
studies examining property values in states across the 
U.S. demonstrates that large-scale arrays often have no 
measurable impact on the value of adjacent properties, and 
in some cases may even have positive effects.

Solar facilities are effectively silent and do not produce any 
byproduct, odor or light pollution. And they don’t attract 
high volumes of additional traffic as they do not require 
frequent maintenance after installation. Additionally, these 
facilities are often hidden by native or planted vegetation – 
making them great neighbors to residential communities

8. What happens once the facility reaches its end of life?

Duke Energy is committed to being accountable and 
environmentally responsible for all the solar facilities it 
owns. And we’ve adopted a comprehensive approach and 
process for decommissioning each Duke Energy-owned solar 
site. This process helps to ensure sites are restored to their 
original condition and the materials used in construction of 
the solar arrays are reused, resold, recycled or disposed of in 
an environmentally conscious manner – and in compliance 
with all local, state and federal regulations.

Typically, the decommissioning process, including 
disassembly, removal and land restoration, is completed 
within two to six months. This time frame may vary 
depending on the size of the facility, the season and 
availability of equipment and the workforce. All costs 
associated with the decommissioning, unless otherwise 
agreed upon, will be the responsibility of Duke Energy.

A public engagement resource is available to respond to 
any questions or concerns throughout the construction 
of this project. You can reach them by email at 
renewableoutreach@duke-energy.com or by phone at 
800.395.3853.

* The Solar Energy Industries Association is the national nonprofit trade 
association of the solar-energy industry in the United States.  
More information at: seia.org/research-resources/solar-property-value.
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