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Dear Chairman Haque and Members of the Ohio Power Siting Board: 

I am the state senator representing most of Butler County, Ohio, and I write to express 
my support for Duke Energy Ohio as it pursues its Central Corridor Pipeline Extension Project 
(or. Central Corridor Project). I base my support on a number of factors including a positive 
firsthand experience interacting with Duke Energy Ohio regarding a large diameter, high pressure 
pipeline installed in my district as a predecessor phase to the Central Corridor Project. 
Throughout the construction and installation of the earlier project, the Company's representatives 
displayed exceptional professionalism, concern for the community, and expertise in their 
respective fields. Following completion of the project, those behaviors have continued as Duke 
Energy Ohio has safely operated and maintained that pipeline. 

On the subject of safety, while a member of the Senate Public Utilities Committee, I 
worked with excavators, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, and utility companies like 
Duke Energy Ohio to enact sweeping reforms to Ohio's underground damage prevention laws. 
The changes were developed over more than 4 years and 2 General Assemblies and were enacted 
via two separate pieces of legislation. The first bill covered best practices in areas such as 
locating and marking, work notifications, and excavation techniques. Duke Energy Ohio 
provided our working coalition v.'ith subject matter experts with decades of damage preventioii 
and natural gas business experience. The second bill addressed the most controversial topic, and 
one conspicuously absent in the Ohio Revised Code, enforcement of damage prevention laws. 
Here, Duke Energy Ohio provided us with a model developed in North Carolina that we were 
able to adapt to suit Ohio's needs. 

The Company's contributions helped to dramatically strengthen the applicable Revised 
Code, parts of which had remained untouched for nearly 20 years. And, the addition of an 
enforcement mechanism was favorably viewed by the Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA), the federal agency tasked with ensuring compliance with national 
pipeline regulations. In the first year following our reforms, the Ohio Utility Protective Service 
reported that the number of notification calls (calls for marking prior to excavation) increased 
dramatically, and the number of contact incidents decreased. So, with the help of Duke Energy 
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Ohio and other stakeholders we were able to make changes that immediately made Ohio 
a safer place to live and work. 

In summary, should the Power Siting Board agree with the staff report that the need for 
the Central Corridor Pipeline Extension Project has been established, I am confident Duke Energy 
Ohio will approach construction, operation, and maintenance of that pipeline with the same high 
degree of professionalism and commitment to safety that it has been my experience to previously 
witness. 

Sincerely, 

William P. Coleii 
State Senator, 
4*'' Ohio SeiiateJDistrict 
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