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Lake Structure Inspection Program 
Inspections will take place on Lake Keowee in March 2023 

 

Duke Energy began 
comprehensive lake structure 
inspections in 1996 to identify 
potential hazards with poorly 
maintained piers, docks, 
shoreline stabilization and other 
items on Duke Energy property 
within and around its lakes. 

Duke Energy personnel will inspect the shoreline of Lake Keowee to identify 
structures in need of repair and that may pose a potential safety, 
navigational, or public health hazard.   

What will the inspection address? 

▪ Structures within Lake Keowee, or on Duke Energy property surrounding the 
lake, deemed to be unsafe or in need of repair will be noted during the 
inspection.  

o Items typically identified during these inspections include, but are not 
limited to, docks and piers with insufficient or damaged floatation, 
rotten or damaged decking, leaning or sagging roofs, leaning seawalls, 
pilings in the lake with no approved structure attached, and abandoned 
watercraft. 

▪ Prohibited items installed or abandoned on the lake, such as unauthorized 
mooring buoys, will be removed as they are located, ensuring they don’t 
become a risk to boaters and swimmers or become litter.  
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What do property owners need to know? 

▪ No advanced action is necessary.  

▪ Lake neighbors who are concerned their structure may be identified during the 
inspections are encouraged to submit a Lake Permit application seeking 
approval to repair those structures in advance of the inspection. 

o Beginning in 2023, permit applications for shoreline activities can be 
submitted online. During the transition, mailed applications will also be 
accepted. If you have questions about this change to our application 
process, contact our Lake Services team at LakeServices@duke-
energy.com or call us at 704.382.8086 or 800.443.5193. 

▪ Failure of a structure owner to take corrective action within the specified time 
may result in the removal of the structure by Duke Energy, the filing of legal 
action against the property owner for the recovery of Duke Energy’s costs, 
and denial of new Lake Permit applications until Duke Energy receives 
payment for its costs.   

Timeline 

▪ In the case of poor weather, the shoreline inspection may be delayed beyond 
March 2023. 

▪ Duke Energy will store any items removed from the lake for at least 30 days at 
Duke Energy Lake Services 8133 Rochester Highway, Salem, SC 29676. 
Neighbors can make an appointment to pick up their items via email at 
LakeServices@duke-energy.com or phone at 800.443.5193. 

▪ When structures that are in disrepair or that are deemed unsafe are found, 
Duke Energy will notify affected owners via letter and ask for a plan for repair 
or removal. The timeline for remedy will be specific to the issue and will be 
included in the notification letter.  

 

As a part of our Keowee-
Toxaway license, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
requires Duke Energy to ensure 
shoreline structures are in good 
condition and pose no 
hazard/threat to public safety. 
The Shoreline Management 
Plan (SMP) outlines this 
program. 
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