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Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB) Program

Proactively managing ash trees  

in transmission rights of way  

How Duke Energy Is Responding

How does Duke Energy’s Emerald Ash 
Borer Program work?

The Emerald Ash Borer Program is in 
addition to Duke Energy’s routine Vegetation 
Management Program in the Midwest, which 
involves cutting, removing and/or preventing 
vegetative growth from interfering with 
electric lines to provide safe and reliable 
operation of the Duke Energy power system 
for our customers. 

Duke Energy representatives will visit 
specific neighborhoods to talk with affected 
landowners and/or residents who may have 
one or more ash trees on their property 
that could disrupt the power system.

Our employees and contractors will carry 
identification and will attempt an in-person 
visit to schedule a time to cut the ash and/
or hazard tree(s) that could disrupt the 
power system.

How do you determine which trees  
to cut down?

Once we identify an ash tree, we then 
assess its health and risk of disrupting the 
power system. After careful review, a tree is 
either identified for action or left untouched 
on the property.

Can the trees be treated instead  
of cut down?  

Duke Energy recommends that infested 
trees along power lines be cut down.  
Once the emerald ash borer infests a tree, 
it is only a matter of time before the tree 
begins to show signs of decline. As a part 
of this program, Duke Energy is willing  
to cut down ash trees at its expense if  
the trees could potentially impact  

Duke Energy’s system. However, a 
customer may desire to treat the trees on 
his/her property and not have Duke Energy 
cut them down. This is acceptable in areas 
where the trees do not have a potential 
impact to Duke Energy’s system. Trees 
outside of Duke Energy’s rights of way 
are the sole responsibility of the property 
owner, and therefore customers shall be 
solely responsible for the cost of treating 
any infested trees in addition to the cost 
and expense for the future cutting down of 
such trees if the customer refuses to take 
advantage of this program. If you desire 
to treat your trees, we recommend that 
you contact your local extension service, 
certified arborist or professional nursery for 
recommendations.

More Information 

For more information about the  
emerald ash borer, please visit 
emeraldashborer.info. 

To learn more about Duke Energy’s 
Vegetation Management Program,  
visit duke-energy.com/trees.



Dead and dying ash trees are becoming a 
widespread problem in the Midwest due to 
the emerald ash borer, a little green pest 
that has invaded ash trees. These dead 
and dying trees pose a serious danger to 
people, property and power lines because 
they are structurally unstable and may fall 
at any time.

Providing safe, secure and reliable energy to 
all our customers is at the heart of what we 
do at Duke Energy. Trees that grow too close 
or are in danger of falling onto power lines 
must be pruned or cut down to help prevent 
outages or service interruptions. To help 
provide reliable power to all our customers, 
we have implemented the Emerald Ash 
Borer Program in our Midwest service 
territory, a proactive approach to reducing 
the risk of trees falling onto power lines and 
our facilities.

Our methods are based on widely accepted 
standards established by the American 
National Standards Institute for tree care 
maintenance and operations.

What is an emerald ash borer?

The emerald ash borer is a beetle native to 
Asia that was first detected in Michigan in 
2002. Researchers think it arrived several 

years earlier, most likely in wooden packing 
materials aboard a ship. Since then, the 
beetle has been detected in several other 
states. The emerald ash borer is able to kill 
ash trees, regardless of their health, age 
or size and has already killed hundreds of 
millions of ash trees already in the U.S.

What does an emerald ash borer  
look like?  

Adult beetles are metallic green and 
about one-half inch long. When adults 
flare their wings, you can see their violet 
abdomen. Larvae are cream-colored and are 
approximately 1 inch long.

How do emerald ash borers kill  
ash trees?

Like many insects, the emerald ash borer has 
four life stages: adult, egg, larva and pupa.  
Adult beetles lay eggs on the bark of ash 
trees. Larvae emerging from the eggs bore 
into the bark and feed on the tree’s trunk that 
lies just below. This cuts off the flow of water 
and nutrients and eventually kills the tree. 
The larvae emerge as metallic green beetles 
between April and June. 

How can I identify an ash tree?   

Ash trees can be recognized by their 

Emerald Ash Borer Quick Facts  

 ¢ Trees weakened by this beetle can 
fall and hit power lines, resulting 
in power outages.

 ¢ In the United States, only ash trees 
are at risk for infestation.

 ¢ Signs of infestation include:

• Dead tree branches near the top  
of a tree

• Bark splitting

• Zigzag tunnels under the bark

• D-shaped exit holes

• Extensive woodpecker activity

• Leafy shoots sprouting from  
the trunk

branches that grow directly across from 
one another, by the presence of five to nine 
leaflets, which are arranged opposite of one 
another on the branches and its diamond 
patterned bark.


